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Abstract 
Fish is a valuable source of protein and occupied a significant position in the socio-economical fabric of South 
Asian countries. India has rich biological heritage that qualifies it, as one of the twelve-mega diversity nations of 

the world. The fishes alone contributing 2,546 species and the fishes of inland water bodies of Indian subcontinent 
have been subject of study since last century. The lack of information on the ichthyofauna is a big handicap for 
popularizing little known fish variety in a particular ecosystem. Thus there is need to survey fish fauna associated 
with different fresh water habitats, which will help in planning methods for their production and effective 

exploitation. The present study is carried out to study diversity of fishes in Lohara lake during 2012-13. This lake 
is 1 km away from the Lohara village, District Chandrapur. In the present investigation, 30 species of fishes 
belonging to 5 orders and 10 families were observed.  
Keywords: lake, Water, Ichthyofauna 

Introduction: 

Biodiversity is essential for stabilization of 

ecosystem and protection of overall 

environmental quality. Fishes are rich source of 

food and nutrition and became an important 

and delicious food of man. Fish is a valuable 

source of protein and occupied a significant 

position in the socio-economical fabric of South 

Asian countries. India has rich biological 

heritage that qualifies it, as one of the twelve-

mega diversity nations of the world. The fishes 

alone contributing 2,546 species and the fishes 

of inland water bodies of Indian subcontinent 

have been subject of study since last century. 

The lack of information on the ichthyofauna is a 

big handicap for popularizing little known fish 

variety in a particular ecosystem. Thus there is 

need to survey fish fauna associated with 

different fresh water habitats, which will help in 

planning methods for their production and 

effective exploitation. (Sharma and Nayak, 

2001). In India potential of fish culture is yet to 

be fully exploited. Fish biodiversity of reservoir 

is essentially represents the fish faunal diversity 

and their abundance. Lake conserves a rich 

variety of fish species which supports to the 

commercial fisheries. The fresh water sources 

like tanks, dams, and lakes contains about 

20,000 fish species in world and 2179 species in 

India.  Various workers have studied fishes of 

India like Day (1978), Khanna (1992), Suresh 

(2003), Jayaram (1994) and Price (1978) 

The present investigation was undertaken to 

study fish diversity in Lohara lake, Lohara. The 

objective of the study was to assess the fish 

diversity of the area. 

Materials and Methods: 

The Lohara Lake is one Km away from the 

lohara village. The present study is carried out  

 

to study diversity of fishes in Lohara lake during 

2012-13.  Fishes were collected personally and 

with the help of fishermen from the Lohara lake. 

The fishes were identified up to species by 

referring standard literature of Day (1875), 

Jayaram (1994), Menon (1999) and Talwar and 

Jhingran (1991). 

Observation and Result: 

In the present investigation, 30 species of fishes 

belonging to 5 different orders and 9 families 

were observed. Out of 5 orders the 

Cypriniformes was observed dominant with 20 

different species followed by Ophiocephaliformes 

with 6 different species. Order Perciformes 

shows two different species while Clupeiformes 

and Anguliformes shows 1 species of fishes. 

Family wise distribution showed dominance of 

Cyprinidae with 16 species followed by 

Ophiocephalidae with 04, Bagridae with 03, 

Siluridae with 01, Cichlidae with 03, each 01 of 

each Notopteridae, Gobidae, and 

Mastacembelidae. Among the different species 

Labeo and Catla were observed dominant in 

Order Cypriniformes and least appearance of 

Ompok pabda. 

Discussion: 

According to Jhingran (1977) fishes of the fresh 

or inland water bodies of the Indian 

subcontinent have been a subject of study since 

last century.  Studies on ichthyofaunal diversity 

from different fresh water bodies of India have 

been carried out during last few decades by 

researchers like Alikunhi et al., (1955).  

In the present investigation, 30 species of fishes 

belonging to 5 orders and 10 families were 

observed. Out of 5 orders the Cypriniformes was 

observed to be dominant with 20 different 

species followed by Ophiocephaliformes with 6 
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different species. Order Perciformes shows two 

different species while Clupeiformes and 

Anguliformes shows 1 species of fishes. Kadam 

and Gayakwad (2006) recorded 23 fish species 

belonging to 6 orders in Masooli reservoir 

district Parabhani, Maharashtra.  

Kumar (1990) reported 51 ichthyofauna of 4 

families in Govindsagar reservoir, Himachal 

Pradesh, out of which 12 fishes were 

commercially important. Devi (1997) reported 

ichthyofauna in Ibrahimbagh and Sathamraj 

reservoirs in Hyderabad. He also reported that 

cypriniformes fishes dominated in these 

reservoirs. Jain (1998) reported seven categories 

in Rajasthan state.  Sukumaran and Rahman 

(1998) stated that majority of the reservoirs in 

Karnataka have a large population of predatory 

fishes.  A total of 27 fish species belong to 6 

families were recorded in Pong reservoir (Singh, 

2001). Jain (1998) reported 53 species fish 

fauna and grouped them into seven categories 

in Rajasthan state.  

 According to Jhingran 1977, the species were 

varying considerably in shape, size and their life 

span. The Maximum size and the age are 

specific for every species. The growth of 

particular fish species is dependent on its 

environment. Sakhare and Joshi (2003) reported 

the ichthyofauna of Bori reservoir in 

Maharashtra. In present investigation  five 

species of  major carps Catla, Rohu, Marigal, 

Common carp and Grass carp are found most 

abundant, some species found abundant and 

some species each of less abundant and rarely 

found in the lake. All fishes useful as food 

fishes. 

 

Table 1.1: Diversity of Ichtyofauna in Lohara lake during year 2012-13 

S.N. Name of Fishes Order Family 

1 Labeo gonius Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

2 Labeo calbasu Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

3 Labeo rohita Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

4 Catla catla Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

5 Cyprinus carpio  Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

6 Cirrhinus mrigala Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

7 Ctenopharyngodon idella Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

8 Puntius sarana sarana Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

9 Rasbora daniconius Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

10 Puntius sophore Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

11 Amblypharyngodon mola Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

12 Puntius ticto Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

13 Barilius bendelisis Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

14 Wallago attu Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

15 Punctius conchonius Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

16 Lepidocephalichthys Cypriniformes Cyprinidae 

17 Chela bacaila Cypriniformes Siluridae 

18 Mystus seenghala Cypriniformes Bagridae 

19 Mystus cavisius Cypriniformes Bagridae 

20 Mistus vittatus Cypriniformes Bagridae 

21 Ophiocephalus punctatus Ophiocephaliformes Ophiocephalidae 

22 Ophiocephalus striatus Ophiocephaliformes Ophiocephalidae 

23 Ophiocephalus gachua Ophiocephaliformes Ophiocephalidae 

24 Ophiocephalus marulis Ophiocephaliformes Ophiocephalidae 

25 Chanda nama Ophiocephaliformes Cichlidae 

26 Chanda ranga Ophiocephaliformes Cichlidae 

27 Sorotherodon mossambicus Perciformes Cichlidae 

28 Mastecambalus armatus Perciformes Mastacembelidae 

29 Glassogobius giuris Anguilliformes Notopteridae 

30 Notopterus notopterus Cluipeiformes Gobidae 
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